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Deploying F5 with VMware ESX Server

Welcome to the F5 Deployment Guide on VMware ESX Server. This
document provides guidance and configuration procedures for deploying the
BIG-IP Local Traffic Manager (LTM), BIG-IP Global Traffic Manager
(GTM), WebAccelerator, and WANJet devices with VMware ESX server
and the applications running on those devices.

VMware ESX Server, particularly when deployed as part of VMware
Virtual Infrastructure, permits a high degree of flexibility for guest
operating systems and applications within a datacenter, or between remote
data centers. By using BIG-IP LTM and GTM in conjunction with ESX
Server, administrators and application architects can improve scalability,
ease administrative overhead, and improve end-user experience for
applications hosted within a virtualized environment. For additional
resources on F5 and VMware, see the YMware forum on DevCentral.

‘ Important

This guide is different than F5’s typical Deployment Guides, as the F5
configuration is highly dependent on which applications that are running on
the VMware ESX devices. Therefore, most of this document provides
general guidance for deploying F5 devices with VMware, as opposed to
specific configuration procedures. Refer to the Deployment Guide specific
to your application for specific configuration procedures.

This Deployment Guide is broken up into the following chapters:
* Configuring the BIG-IP LTM system for VMware ESX, on page 1-2

* Configuring the F5 WebAccelerator module with applications running
on VMware, on page 2-1

» Using BIG-IP GTM to provide global site redirection to a secondary
data center, on page 3-1

» Configuring the WANJet device with VMware ESX Servers, on page 4-1

Prerequisites and configuration notes

The following are prerequisites for this solution:

« This Deployment Guide was tested using VMware Virtual Infrastructure
3. Although many of the basic practices outlined in the Load Balancing
of Virtual Machine Guest Applications, on page 1-2 section of this
document are also valid for VMware Server or other VMware
virtualization products, most other sections depend on enterprise-level
features only found in the Virtual Infrastructure suite.

¢ We recommend running BIG-IP LTM version 9.4 or later.

& Within the context of this deployment guide, virtual server will be used
to refer to an IP address and port on a BIG-IP LTM which accepts
network traffic. On ESX Server, virtualized operating systems will be
referred to as guests.










